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Flood: is your car insured?

 

            SEATTLE – While thousands of homeowners across the region are battling to protect their homes from threatening floodwaters, many also are concerned about insurance for their automobiles.   Is flood damage covered?  If you have optional Comprehensive Coverage, your vehicle is insured against damage from flooding. 

            “Damage from water rising around your parked car is covered,” said Karl Newman, NW Insurance Council president, “and damage due to driving your car into deep water after miscalculating its depth across the road also is covered.”

            Comprehensive Coverage insures your vehicle against physical damage from non-collision losses such as hail, fire, theft, earthquake and contact with animals.  Comprehensive Insurance usually includes a $100 to $300 deductible.

            Personal belongings in your car are excluded from coverage under your Auto Insurance Policy.  However, personal items such as aftermarket CD players are protected under Comprehensive Coverage, provided they are permanently installed in the vehicle.

            If your vehicle has been damaged by flood, clean and dry the exposed areas immediately.  Even minor flooding can lead to mold, rot and corrosion.
            For more information about Auto Insurance, contact NW Insurance Council at (800) 664-4942 and order a free copy of Your Guide to Insurance or visit http://www.nwinsurance.org.
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