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$50,000 given to help families, communities

SEATTLE – Communities around Washington state will have some extra help this year to improve safety and increase quality of life for residents.  NW Insurance Council’s Strong Neighborhood Action Program will administer a $50,000 pilot grant program funded by several of its member insurance companies.


“These grants will go to people involved in a day-to-day struggle to better their communities,” said Caryn Badgett, NW Insurance Council Grants Director.  “They are frustrated by a lack of funding and interest from traditional sources.”  

  
Badgett said the announcement of the new grants went out to 379 community representatives in late January and received an outstanding response.  “Not only are they excited about the possibility of funding,” she continued, “they seem somewhat overwhelmed by the interest and outreach from the insurance industry.” 


The SNAP program has contributed more than $400,000 over the past five years for community-based projects such as pedestrian lighting, new parks, traffic revisions and establishing neighborhood block-watch programs.

“Our ongoing SNAP program is focused on urban areas of Seattle and Tacoma.” said Karl Newman, NW Insurance Council president. “Now we can use our experience with business and neighborhood partnerships to help other communities around the state.” 

The pilot program is funded by donations from Grange Insurance, Liberty Mutual Group, MetLife Auto & Home, Mutual of Enumclaw, North Coast Life, PEMCO, SAFECO, Unigard, USAA, and Western National Assurance.

NW Insurance Council is a nonprofit, consumer-education organization funded by member insurance companies serving Washington, Oregon and Idaho.
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